VALUES: 02 Full Devotion
Page 10 of 10

Values of Curwensville Alliance: Full Devotion
© Rev. Stephen D. Shields

February 26, 2006
Romans 12:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; John 17:17; Romans 15:16; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:13
I. Today’s Topic:

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.
Ÿ This is adapted from Willow Creek Community Church.

A. When I first considered this value, it brought some questions to my mind.

1. Are there any believers who truly are are fully committed to Christ?

a. I believe there are.

Ÿ They inspire us toward the same end.

b. Perhaps if we were honest, we would say one of two things:
i. I am not as committed to Christ and his cause as I should be.
ii. I have never been as committed to Christ and his cause as I should be.
Ÿ Maybe both!

Ÿ The second thing I ask myself is…

2. Do I really know Christians who have put their ministry before their jobs?

Ÿ I do.

Ÿ Some of you have.

Ÿ Some of you have taken time away from work in order to do things at church –building, teaching, working with small groups, quizzing, and simply fellowshipping.

Ÿ Some of you could have made money by doing things for God, but you chose to give your work as a ministry.

Ÿ Some of you have chosen not to have work on Sundays or even on Wednesdays because you have placed ministry before vocation.

Ÿ That’s what this value is speaking about.

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.
II. Let’s take the words apart.
A. "full devotion"

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.

1. It means no holding back

a. Chances are you’ve sung of it.
Ÿ I Surrender All  # 216
Ÿ All to Jesus I surrender; All to Him I freely give.
I will ever love and trust Him, In His presence daily live.
Ÿ Refrain:
I surrender all.  I surrender all.
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.
Ÿ All to Jesus I surrender; Humbly at His feet I bow,
Worldly pleasures all forsaken.  Take me, Jesus, take me now.
Ÿ Refrain
Ÿ All to Jesus I surrender; Make me, Savior, wholly Thine;
Let me feel the Holy Spirit, Truly know that Thou art mine.
Ÿ Refrain
Ÿ All to Jesus I surrender; Lord I give myself to Thee.
Fill me with Thy love and power; Let Thy blessing fall on me.
Ÿ Refrain
Ÿ All to Jesus I surrender; Now I feel the sacred flame.
Oh, the joy of full salvation!  Glory, glory to His name!
Ÿ Refrain

b. And  you ought to know some Scripture that talks about this:

ü Romans 12:1 - 2 (NIV) 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Ÿ This passage is speaking about being sacrificially committed to God.

2. The next part of the phrase is "to Christ and his cause"

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.

a. Note the devotion is not given to the church.
Ÿ You can be committed to a church without being committed to Christ.

b. It is given in two areas:
i. Toward the person, Jesus.
ii. To what Jesus wants to accomplish.

Ÿ That is bigger than any local church.  
Ÿ It’s bigger than the Christian and Missionary Alliance.

Ÿ It’s commitment to everything God wants to accomplish.

3. Look at the phrase "to be normal"

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.

a. Listen to the way this word is NOT used:
i. They way society uses the word "normal": to mean, average.
Ÿ If you take normal to be set by society, then many normal things are ungodly.

Ÿ By society’s standards, it’s normal to cheat in marriage.

Ÿ But it’s not right.

Ÿ By society’s standards, it’s normal to lie.

Ÿ But it’s not right.

Ÿ By society’s standards, it’s normal to have a casual commitment to Christ and his cause.

Ÿ But it’s not right.

ii. Hear this: Society does not establish what God sees as normal.

Ÿ God sees full commitment to Christ and his cause as being normal.

Ÿ And if your commitment is casual, God sees you as abnormal.

Ÿ "It is normal for a person to have ten digits on each hand."
Ÿ "It is normal for a Christian to be fully committed to Christ."
b. Our aim is to be normal Christians by God's standards.
Ÿ If a Christian is not exhibiting full devotion to Christ and his cause, then we should spur him on.

Ÿ That’s what the church is for.

Ÿ The author of Hebrews says:

ü Hebrews 10:24 - 25 (NIV) 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Ÿ I have been in trouble before for preaching that people need to grow in Christ and be fully committed to him.
Ÿ When I have to quit preaching that, I will go to programming computers.
Ÿ Commitment to Christ is what God wants from you and me.

4. "for every believer."

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.
Ÿ Full devotion to Christ isn't just for pastor and missionaries.  It is for ALL of us.
Ÿ Someone once asked me what the difference between a disciple is and a follower of Christ.
Ÿ In my opinion, there is no difference.
Ÿ Followers are supposed to be disciples and disciples are followers.
Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.
B. Let's look at the means

1. This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ....
a. It is God who sanctifies.
i. Paul said the one who calls us will do it.

ü 1 Thessalonians 5:23 - 24 (NIV) 23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 

Ÿ Notice that verse speaks of every part of us being dedicated to God.

ii. When Jesus prayed for us, he asked God to sanctify us.

ü John 17:17 (NIV) 17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  

iii. The Holy Spirit is the Agent of Sanctification.
ü Romans 15:16 (NIV) 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

ü 1 Peter 1:2 (NIV) 2who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

iv. The word of God, his truth, is essential in our sanctification.

ü 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NIV) 13But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  

2. When Jesus spoke to Paul he indicated that we are sanctified by faith in Christ.

ü Acts 26:17 - 18 (NIV) 17I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them  18to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

3. We are sanctified in the name of Christ.

a. This is because he bought our sanctification with his blood.

ü 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NIV) 11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

b. And it is for his honor that we should be clean.

ü 1 Thessalonians 4:3 (NIV) 3It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;  

Ÿ Do you see that these Scriptures are talking about every part of you being fully committed to God.

C. Let's look at the Concepts

1. The concept of "stewardship"

a. Definition: Understanding that everything you have belongs to God and should be invested for his glory.

Ÿ I don't have a cottage or a car or a computer or a guitar.

Ÿ I use a cottage, car, computer, and guitar that belongs to God.

Ÿ As such, I must care for these things as he would have me care for them.

Ÿ I must use them for his intention.

b. Stewardship in Scripture:

ü Luke 19:12 - 13 (NIV) 12He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return.  13So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 

2. The concept of "servanthood"
a. We are here to serve Christ.
b. And we are here to serve others.

ü Mark 10:42 - 45 (NIV) 42Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,  44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

3. The concept of "putting one's ministry before one's occupation"

Ÿ You probably know people who have quit jobs so they could minister.
Ÿ Al Steiner wanted to come to church more, but as a manager of 84 lumber, he couldn't.
Ÿ Merle Black prayed for him to lose the job so he could come to church more, and he did.
Ÿ There are times God asks us to leave behind that which would give us material gain for the sake of the kingdom.
ü Matthew 6:19 - 21 (NIV) 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Ÿ Let me mention that I feel there are people who wish they could get out of working their job so they could do ministry.

Ÿ I’ve seen it dozens or maybe hundreds of times.

Ÿ But unless God calls you to do so, don’t.

D. The motive for living this life of full devotion: God's Love

Ÿ A great hymn that speaks of this is by Bernard of Clairveaux.

Ÿ When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Ÿ When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Ÿ Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most –
I sacrifice them to His blood.
Ÿ See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Ÿ Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small:
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

III. So Are You Fully Devoted?
Ÿ Curwensville Alliance believes that full devotion to Christ and his cause is to be normal for every believer.  This is accomplished in our response to the sanctifying grace of Christ and includes the concepts of stewardship, servanthood, and putting one's ministry before one's occupation.

A. Curwensville Alliance voted to make this part of who we are in August of 1997.
Ÿ Have you made it part of who you are?
B. Let me ask you to make it part of who you are.

Ÿ If you will do so, stand with me as we sing, “When I Survey 

�Permission to use this material  is granted openly to individuals and groups who are in agreement with the Statement of Faith of the Christian and Missionary Alliance.  Questions should be directed to Rev. Stephen D. Shields.  This concept was first presented a Curwensville Alliance on August 10, 1997
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