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Ÿ Open your Bibles to 2 Timothy 3:16-17.

ü 2 Timothy 3:16 - 17 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

I. Today, I want to begin talking to you about values we have as a church.
A. You know what values are, right?
1. Let’s think of some examples of values your mother might have taught you:
a. Honesty.
b. Hard work.
c. Integrity.
Ÿ Those are pretty general values that everyone should be taught and teach to others.
Ÿ And there are also…
2. Specifically Christian values:
a. Sharing your faith in Christ.
b. Preparing your heart for eternity.
c. Reading your Bible daily.
d. Praying consistently.

Ÿ Those values are distinctly Christian.
B. Our church is rich with values.
1. The missionary emphasis that this church holds is evidence that we value the Great Commission.
2. The time we spend in prayer is evidence that we value church family and lifting one another up to the Throne of Grace.
3. The caring you exhibit to one another in times of trouble indicates that you value love.
4. The presence of a Sunday School program, Bible Studies, and biblically-driven sermons tells me that you value discipleship.

Ÿ Our church is rich in values.
C. What is a VALUE?
Ÿ Lots of times, it looks like a tradition.
Ÿ In fact, I believe we build traditions around our values.
Ÿ Christmas.
Ÿ We value Christmas, so we have many traditions around it.
Ÿ Easter

Ÿ We value the Resurrection of Christ.
Ÿ So we surround it with a tradition or two.
D. Years ago, Curwensville Alliance Church looked at some values we had and gave them names.
1. Some we found in our own history.

2. Others we borrowed from other churches.

Ÿ We voted on them in the evening services.
Ÿ And we agreed unanimously that this is who we’d been and who we felt God wanted us to be.
Ÿ Over the next several weeks, I want to review those values with you.

E. These are WHO the Alliance Church is. 

Ÿ These values were on the heart of A. B. Simpson when he founded the Alliance.
Ÿ A. W. Tozer wrote extensively concerning values like these.
Ÿ It’s my desire that we can keep them in the forefront of our minds.
Ÿ I want you to own them.

II. The first Value I want to highlight:

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance Church believes that anointed teaching is the catalyst for transformation in individual's lives and in the church.  The teaching is for life change.

Ÿ So let’s take this concept apart.

A. What does “anointed” mean?

1. In the Hebrew, the word is mashach (maw-shakh)

a. It literally means to be painted, covered, or even smeared.

b. The Anointed One, is the Chosen One – Jesus the Messiah.

2. In the Greek, it is carries the same thought.
Ÿ So when we say “anointed teaching” we mean teaching that’s marked by God’s presence.
Ÿ When we say anointed teaching, we mean teaching that is marked by God's presence.
Ÿ What we DON’T want is teachers who are very clever and very talented, but haven’t any connection with God.

Ÿ What we DO want are teachers who God has covered with his Holy Spirit to teach.

Ÿ I believe we have that here at Curwensville Alliance.

Ÿ That doesn’t mean they are always right.

Ÿ It doesn’t mean they are infallible.

Ÿ It simply means they are COVERED by God’s Spirit to teach with his power.

Ÿ Look again at the concept:

B. You know what a “catalyst” is, right?
Ÿ Curwensville Alliance Church believes that anointed teaching is the catalyst for transformation in individual's lives and in the church.  The teaching is for life change.
1. It doesn’t mean that teaching is the agent of change.

Ÿ I believe that the Holy Spirit is the One responsible for the change that comes in our heart.
Ÿ He is the Agent of Change in the life of the Christian.
2. A catalyst is an ingredient that hastens change, rather than making it happen.

Ÿ As salt helps ice melt faster, anointed teaching helps the Holy Spirit change lives more rapidly.
C. Transformation
1. What does “transformation” mean?
Ÿ Curwensville Alliance Church believes that anointed teaching is the catalyst for transformation in individual's lives and in the church.  The teaching is for life change.
2. Transformation is change from the inside out.
a. It is not merely a new paint job, but a revitalization of the interior as well as the exterior.
Ÿ Some of you are old enough to remember The Transformers — Robots in disguise.
Ÿ They transformed from the inside out.

b. Where does this "transformation" take place?
Ÿ Two places.
i. In the lives of individuals.

ii. In the church itself.
Ÿ You see, Bible study and Bible teaching here at Curwensville Alliance is not so that you can win a Bible trivia game.

Ÿ It’s so that your life can be changed.

Ÿ We teach what the Bible says so your life can be changed.

Ÿ And so that we as a group can change – can grow.

Ÿ Anointed teaching might change how you do your taxes, what you watch on television, and how you treat your wife.
Ÿ And anointed teaching changes how we act as a body of believers.

D. What does "teaching for life-change" mean?
Ÿ A living growing church believes that anointed teaching is the catalyst for transformation in individual's lives and in the church.  The teaching is for life change.

Ÿ I remember years ago, I was criticized by a woman in the church because my sermons made her feel like she had to change.
Ÿ My thought was, “Good – ‘cause you DO need to change!”

Ÿ You see, that’s what anointed teaching does.

Ÿ It tells you that you need to change.

Ÿ You need to grow up.

Ÿ You need to take heart.

Ÿ You need to stop doing something.

Ÿ You need to start doing something.

Ÿ You need to believe that God loves you deeply.

Ÿ That’s not me that says that.

Ÿ It’s the Bible.

ü 2 Timothy 3:16 - 17 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

Ÿ That kind of says that it’s hard to find a passage of Scripture that is not good for bringing about life-change.
III. Looking at the Scriptures
Ÿ The Bible is full of commands about teaching
ü Romans 12:6 - 7 (NIV) 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 
A. Teaching is a gift from God.
1. Whose gift is it?
a. It is God's.  
Ÿ The one who exercises it merely acts as a steward of that gift.

b. It is your churches.
Ÿ It belongs to the Community of Christ and exists for the benefit of that community.
2. Since it is a spiritual gift, it must be spiritually empowered.
a. The talent of teaching is a wonderful thing, but it’s different than the gift of teaching.
b. The spiritual gift of teaching is often accompanied by a natural talent of teaching.
B. The basis for all teaching is the Bible.
Ÿ You remember the 2 Timothy passage, right?

ü 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

1. Teaching is at the top of Paul's list for a reason.
a. With proper teaching, rebukes would be less necessary.
b. With proper teaching, correction would be unnecessary.
c. Proper teaching and instruction go hand in hand; therefore, Paul begins and ends with the concept of teaching.
2. Since Scripture comes from God, teaching that handles the word must be anointed — Spirit led.

Ÿ The basis of the teaching is the Bible.

C. In this lifetime, the aim of all teaching is ministry.
Ÿ Again – look at the passage:

ü 2 Timothy 3:16 - 17 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

1. Knowing about God for the sake of knowing information is NEVER the end of teaching.
2. Knowing about God to win a theological argument is never the end of teaching.
3. Knowing about God for the sake of feeling good about yourself is only good if that good feeling moves you toward ministry.
Ÿ The Point?  
Ÿ Teaching is always to move you toward ministry.

D. The purpose of the word of God is to bring about effect change.
ü  James 1:23 - 25 (NIV) 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror  24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. 

1. Anointed teaching should aim for life change.
2. Anointed teachers should expect their students to change.
3. Anointed teaching blesses the hearers.
a. That doesn't mean it always makes them happy.
b. It means it benefits them – acting as a catalyst for change.
Conclusion

Ÿ So what change do you need to make after this teaching today?
Ÿ Well, are you being taught?

Ÿ Maybe you need to find your way to Sunday School or an evening service.

Ÿ That’s where anointed teaching is happening.

Ÿ Are you responding to the teaching?

Ÿ If you’re not stepping out to make the changes God’s offering, then anointed teaching is being wasted in your life.
Ÿ Are you called to teach?

Ÿ We have openings throughout the church, if you’re called to teach.
Ÿ We need Children’s Worship Leaders.

Ÿ Has God called you to do that?

Ÿ We need people to work in VeBS.

Ÿ Is God calling you?

Ÿ Curwensville Alliance Church believes that anointed teaching is the catalyst for transformation in individual's lives and in the church.  The teaching is for life change.
Ÿ What part can you play?
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